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ABSTRACT 

Introduction 

India ranks first in oral Cancer and it has become a well established fact for tobacco being the prime cause of oral 

Cancer. Despite of initiatives taken, still nearly 30% of the Indian population indulges in these habits. Delayed presentation 

and resultant delayed diagnosis further contribute to poor survival rates. Considering their accessibility, there is a lot of 

scope for Private Practitioners to effective counsel against practice of adverse habits and to incidentally diagnose 

potentially malignant disorders. This paper hopes to highlight on the attitude of Private Practitioners regarding Adverse 

Habits and Oral Potentially Malignant Disorders, with a thorough discussion emphasizing the reasons behind posing the 

questions included in this survey. 

Aim 

To assess the screening practices, Interventional skills and Preventive attitude of Private Practitioners regarding 

Adverse Habits and Oral Potentially Malignant Disorders. 

Method 

This cross-sectional study was designed to include 200 randomly selected general dental practitioners affiliated to 

a private practice set up and a second group comprising of a 100 General Medical practitioners. Separate questionnaires 

were formulated for Dental and Medical practitioners respectively and  comprised of 10 simple and comprehensive 

questions for Dentists regarding the routine they follow during regular consultations and for the Medical Practitioners,5 

simple, comprehensive questions pertaining to their assessment and referral pattern when they come across a patient with 

oral health considerations. 

Results 

The overall statistical analysis of the responses revealed that the Interventional Skills of Dentists towards Oral 

Cancer was found to be insufficient (‘p- value’<0.005) calling for a practice of a more social focus 
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